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We’ve just been here 7 months. You know, fi-
nally they’ve got somebody here who’s serious
about responsible budgeting instead of just talk-
ing about it. And the argument I’m making to
them is there is no alternative. And every alter-
native we saw from the other side had less def-
icit reduction, more bogus spending cuts, and
did not ask the wealthy to pay their fair share.
And there were no economic growth incentives.
And after all, the whole purpose of this is to
generate jobs and revitalize the economy. So
I feel pretty good about it.

Q. Have you spoken to Senator Kerrey, sir?
And whether you have or not, do you know
where he is on this?

The President. I’m going to follow my ironclad
rule on this. I’m going to let the Members speak
for themselves. Yes, I have spoken to him.

Bosnia
Q. [Inaudible]—Sarajevo, it looks like the

siege is getting worse and may not be able to
wait until Monday. Do the allies—[inaudible]—
need to move it up to protect the city before
it falls?

The President. I can’t answer that now, be-
cause I haven’t been briefed on it. But I may
have something to say about it later. I’m sorry.

Economic Program
Q. Have any of the Members you’ve spoken

with made it a prerequisite that there be a so-
called budget session or whatever for them to
vote for this package?

The President. Well, let me say, I have offered
a whole series of things that are consistent with
what I have believed in all along. I mean, a
lot of the Members want a separate bill which
contains the budget control measures that the
House adopted, that the Senate rules wouldn’t
permit. They want further opportunities to shave
the budget, which I have committed to and
which I strongly support, have from the begin-
ning. They want opportunities for other issues
to be debated between now and the end of

the year relating to the structure of the budget,
all of which I have agreed to. So I think there
is no question here—there is no serious sugges-
tion that we could get a better result if this
bill does not pass. So I think that we’ve got
a very good chance to pass it. But you know,
I never predict until they vote.

Thank you.
Q. Any Republican votes, Mr. President?
The President. A lot of them want to vote

for it.
Q. How do you know that?
The President. I’ve had several of them say

they’d like to vote for it——
Q. Who did you talk to today—round num-

ber?
The President. I don’t know, a bunch.

Family and Medical Leave Act
Q. ——today, what do you say to the people,

the businessmen who are now complaining
about this new mandate?

The President. That if we’re going to be pro-
work and pro-family, we have to make it pos-
sible for people to succeed as parents and as
workers. We cannot force people to choose be-
tween the two. Most parents have no choice
but to work. But parenting is still the most im-
portant job of society.

And all these nations with which we compete
provide for those kind of family supports. We
were one of the very few nations in the world
that had achieved any kind of standard of living
that didn’t provide this basic protection for fami-
lies. I think it will increase productivity in the
work force, increase the morale of workers, and
people will make a lot more money out of it
than it will cost them by sticking up for the
families.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:20 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. A portion of
the exchange could not be verified because the
tape was incomplete.

Remarks on House of Representatives Action on the Economic Program
August 5, 1993

Thank you very much. I want to congratulate
the Members of the House and their leaders

for breaking gridlock tonight and entering a new
era of growth and control over our destiny. In
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the future, the American people will thank them
for their commitment to moving away from the
horrendous legacy of debt, underinvestment, and
slow growth of the 1980’s and putting the na-
tional interest ahead of the narrow interest, put-
ting tomorrow ahead of today’s pressure.

The margin was close, but the mandate is
clear. I will continue to fight for this economic
package with everything I have. And I urge the
Members of the Senate to act on it in a positive
way tomorrow. The fight is still on, and we
have just begun to fight.

This economic plan represents an important
first step in changing America. For the first time
in a very long time we are making a meaningful
downpayment on the Federal deficit, with deep
spending cuts locked away in a trust fund that
cannot be spent for anything else. For the first
time in a dozen years the tax burden that is
a part of the deficit reduction trust fund will
be borne largely by those best able to bear
it, with 80 percent of the new revenues coming
from those with incomes above $200,000. And
still, there will be shared contributions. The
middle class is asked to make a modest con-
tribution to paying down the deficit and growing
the economy. For the first time in a decade
we are making a serious effort to invest in our
children, reward work over welfare, strengthen
our families, and give genuine incentives to busi-
ness to grow new jobs. These incentives are
very, very important because the purpose of
bringing the deficit down is to keep interest
rates down, be able to control our financial des-
tiny, and permit people with the right incentives
to put the American people back to work.

Finally, as I said, this is just a first step to
putting our financial house and our economic
house in order. This program is shared sacrifice
for shared benefit. We’re all in this together,
but we have just begun.

If the Senate acts favorably tomorrow, and
as soon as the August recess is over, I am com-
mitted to further steps for discipline in the Fed-
eral budget, in getting rid of unnecessary spend-
ing and waste, including reenacting the controls
that the House originally passed and that I em-
bodied in my Executive orders of yesterday.
After that, we will move on to the Vice Presi-
dent’s report on reinventing Government, which
will contain a myriad of exciting possibilities for
making the Government more efficient and re-
ducing unnecessary and inefficient spending.

Then we will move on to deal with the health
care issue, to provide the security of affordable
health care to all families and to lower the
growth in health care costs over the long run,
without which we will never bring this budget
into balance or restore real financial health to
the private sector. Then there is the process
of ending welfare as we know it, making our
streets safer, and most important of all, putting
all this together in a program to restore jobs
and growth for the American people.

We have set our sights high, but for 20 years
our people have struggled harder on stagnant
wages with too little investment and too few
new jobs and exploding debt. For 12 years we
have tried trickle-down economics while the
debt went up and investment went down. Now
we want a new direction to invest and grow
this economy.

We began by seizing control of our destiny
on a daily basis with this heroic vote today by
the House of Representatives. I congratulate
those who voted. I urge the Senate to follow
their lead. And I look forward to continuing
the battle tomorrow.

Good evening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:55 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Nomination for an Assistant Administrator at the Agency for International
Development
August 5, 1993

The President announced his intention today
to nominate career Foreign Service Officer John
F. Hicks to be Assistant Administrator of the
Agency for International Development, U.S.

International Development Cooperation Agency,
and Director of AID’s Africa Bureau.
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